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ARP-ESSER Public Comment

Webinars

Office of Public Instruction Staff



The purpose of this webinar is to elicit public participation and 
comment for the American Rescue Plan-Elementary and Secondary 
School Emergency Relief Fund (ARP-ESSER).  

The purpose of ARP-ESSER funding is for Montana schools to safely 
reopen and sustain safe operations of schools while meeting the 
academic, social, emotional, and mental health needs of students 
resulting from the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Your participation in this webinar is critical to the overall process 
and considered formal public comment.  

Session Purpose
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Timeline outlining the process with stakeholder involvement:

• May 11, 2021:  Launched survey

• May 14, 2021: Presentation to the Montana BPE

• May 17, 2021: Consultation with the Governor’s office

• May 17, 2021: Webinar 1 for public input, 9:00am-10:30am

• May 17, 2021: Webinar 2 for public input, 4:00pm to 5:30pm

• May 18, 2021: Discussion with Education Advocates

• May 18, 2021: Webinar 3 for public input, 10:30am-12:00pm 

• May 21, 2021: Survey for public comment deadline

• June 7, 2021: Final Draft prepared and submitted to the DOE
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ARP-ESSER Stakeholder Input



This meeting will be recorded. 

• When speaking, please identify yourself and speak 
clearly. 

• You may be asked to repeat your comments or 
questions if there is a delay or issue with the audio.
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Zoom Meeting Rules



Virtual Meeting Set-up
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1. Please mute your mic when it is not in use. 
2. You are encouraged to share your video.
3. Clearly name yourself as a participant. 
4. Introduce yourself in the chat and the stakeholder 

role(s) you represent.



WELCOME!

OPI and Attendee 
Introductions
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OPI Staff Introductions

Name Position

Julie Murgel Senior Manager in the School Innovation & 
Improvement Department

Anne Bauer Data Operations Manager in the Data and Technology 
Service Division

Virginia Diaz Administrative Assistant

Todd Hanson School Board Specialist

Jeff Kirksey ESSER Program Manager

Donnie Wetzel Tribal, Family, Community Liaison



• Welcome (5min)

• ARP-ESSER Overview (20min)

• Focus groups based on State Plan Sections 
(25min)

• Group Share-Out (35min)

• Closing (5min)

Session Agenda
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Using your device go to: 

www.menti.com Q

Instructions for Using Menti

Input 

Code
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http://www.menti.com/


• Where are you joining us from (i.e., enter your 
5-digit zip code)?
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Menti #1



• Indicate the size of your school district (or 
region) using these options. 
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Menti #2



• What is your PRIMARY role/position (e.g., 
teacher)?
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Menti #3



ARP-ESSER Overview



Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief Fund (ESSER):

• 3 Rounds of ESSER funds have been authorized by Congress in 
response to COVID-19 pandemic.
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ESSER 
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ARP ESSER Purpose



16

Interim Final Rule
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ARP ESSER Timeline



May 24, 2021. MT OPI must allocate the school district share of the ARP ESSER 
funds received on March 24, 2021 within 60 days unless it is not practicable.  

June 7, 2021. Due date for submitting the ARP ESSER State Plan to ED. 

June 21, 2021. No later than June 21, 2021, but as soon as possible, the OPI 
must make information available on its website about the numbers of schools 
in the state providing each mode of instruction, student enrollment data for 
each mode of instruction by all students and disaggregated by subgroup,

and if available student attendance data. 
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ARP-ESSER Due Dates for the MT OPI



Safe Return to In-Person Instruction and Continuity of Services 
Plan -- within 30 days of receiving ARP ESSER allocation.

(June 24, 2021)

• Districts must develop and make publicly available a Safe Return 
to In-Person Instruction and Continuity of Services Plan.

• If a District developed a plan before ARP was enacted that does 
not address the above requirements, the District must revise its 
plan no later than six months after it last reviewed its plan.

• Districts need to update the Safe Return to In-Person Instruction 
and Continuity of Services Plan at Districts every six months 
through September 30, 2023 and must seek public input on the 
plan and any revisions and must take such input into account. 
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APR-ESSER Dues Dates for Montana 
School Districts



District ARP ESSER Plan – within a reasonable timeline established by the OPI (ED states 
within 90 days of receiving ARP ESSER funds).  August 24, 2021

• How ARP ESSER funds will be used by the District to implement prevention and 
mitigation strategies that are, to the greatest extent practicable, in line with the most 
recent CDC guidance,

• How the District will use the mandatory 20% set-aside for to address the academic impact 
of “lost instructional time” through the implementation of evidence-based interventions,

• How the District will use the remaining ARP ESSER funds consistent with statutory 
requirements, and

• How the District will ensure that the ARP ESSER funded interventions, including but not 
limited to the 20% set-aside, will respond to the academic, social, emotional, and mental 
health needs of all students, and particularly those students disproportionately impacted 
by the COVID-19 pandemic.

• The IFR requires Districts to consult with a wide variety of stakeholders when developing 
the plan.
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APR-ESSER Dues Dates for 
Districts



• 90% of the funds must be allocated directly to school districts. 

• .50% of the grant amount can be used by the OPI for administration of 
the grant. 

• The remaining 9.5% is assigned to the OPI to be used where it can do the 
most good in public schools to combat the pandemic. 

• For ESSER I this determination was done by the agency, but for ESSER II 
and ESSER III, the general uses of the grant funds were addressed by the 
legislature. 

• The OPI worked with MT PEC, the education advocates organizations in 
Montana, to arrive at a consensus recommendation to the legislature for 
these uses.

• The consensus recommendation was accepted by the Joint Education 
Subcommittee and included in HB 630 and HB 632.

ESSER Funding
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ESSER Funding



State Plan Template



A. Describing the State’s Current Status and Needs

B. Safely Reopening Schools and Sustaining their Safe 
Operations

C. Planning for the Use and Coordination of ARP ESSER 
Funds

D. Maximizing State-Level Funds to Support Students

E. Supporting LEAs in Planning for and Meeting Student 
Needs

F. Supporting the Educator Workforce

G. Monitoring and Measuring Progress

State Plan Template Sections
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The Template:  Section A
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The Template Sections
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The Template: Section B
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The Template:  Section C
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The Template:  Section C
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The Template:  Section C
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The Template:  Section D
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The Template:  Section E
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The Template:  Section F
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Section G



Focus Groups (A-G)
based on State Plan Sections



Section Title Section 

A Describing the State’s Current Status and 
Needs

Identify progress made, the priorities and student 
needs, and operating status.

B Safely Reopening Schools and Sustaining 
their Safe Operations

Describe State support for Districts in safely reopening 
school and sustaining safe operations.

C Planning for the Use and Coordination of 
ARP ESSER Funds

State plans for consultation and for coordinating the use 
of ARP ESSER funds. 

D Maximizing State-Level Funds to Support 
Students

State set-asides to address academic import of lost 
instruction time, summer learning, and afterschool 
programs. 

E Supporting LEAs in Planning for and 
Meeting Student Needs

State support for districts in developing high-quality 
plans for use of ARP ESSER funds to achieve objectives. 

F Supporting the Educator Workforce Strategies for supporting and stabilizing the educator 
workforce and for making staff decisions that will 
support student needs.

G Monitoring and Measuring Progress Describe building capacity to ensure high quality data 
collection and reporting and to safeguard funds for 
intended purposes. 

Focus Groups



• Select a group (A to G)

– If you are coming more from a generalist perspective 
and do not have specific input for individual sections, we 
recommend you join Group A.

• Identify a note taker

• Host a discussion on key questions for your section

• Capture notes in google document

• Be ready to share-out discussion in 30 minutes

Focus Group Discussions



Focus Groups (A-G)
Report Out 



Session Summary



• What should the OPI take into consideration 
when developing the district ARP-ESSER 
templates?
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Menti #4



• What type of guidance, professional 
development, and/or technical assistance 
opportunities would you like the OPI to make 
available to districts?
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Menti #5



Timeline outlining the process with stakeholder involvement:

• May 11, 2021:  Launched survey

• May 14, 2021: Presentation to the Montana BPE

• May 17, 2021: Consultation with the Governor’s office

• May 17, 2021: Webinar 1 for public input, 9:00am-10:30am

• May 17, 2021: Webinar 2 for public input, 4:00pm to 5:30pm

• May 18, 2021: Discussion with Education Advocates

• May 18, 2021: Webinar 3 for public input, 10:30am-12:00pm 

• May 21, 2021: Survey for public comment deadline

• June 7, 2021: Final Draft prepared and submitted to the DOE
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ARP-ESSER Stakeholder Input



Survey Link

• Closes on 5/21/2021

OPI Website-ARP ESSER:  opi.mt.gov

Resources

https://montanaopi.sjc1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_0i8ZD0CcIHK7zWC
http://opi.mt.gov/COVID-19-Information/ESSER


Thank you!
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For questions or additional information please contact Julie 

Murgel at Julie.Murgel@mt.gov


